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Founded in Cologne in 2007, the Schumann Quartet is composed of the brothers Erik, Ken and Mark Schumann, along with violist Liisa Randalu. In May 2013 the Quartet has won the 1st Prize at the international String Quartet Competition “Quatuor à Bordeaux”, after it had already won the Competition “SCHUBERT AND MODERN MUSIC” in Graz (Austria) in 2012. Likewise the four musicians were among the prizewinners at the renowned Paolo Borciani Competition (2011) and at the 7th International Chamber Music Competition in Osaka (2011). 

The ensemble is currently studying under the guidance of Harald Schoneweg (Cherubini Quartet) at Cologne Musikhochschule, and with Günter Pichler (Alban Berg Quartet) at the Queen Sofia College of Music, Madrid. 

They also continue to receive valuable instruction from Heime Müller, Eberhard Feltz, Henk Guittart and the members of Alban Berg Quartet. 

The ensemble is supported by scholarships from Villa Musica Rheinland-Pfalz (Mainz) and the Irene Steels-Wilsing Foundation.
Ever since the 2009/10 season, the Schumann Quartet has enjoyed the status of Artist in Residence in the “Erstklassik” recital series held in Düsseldorf. Also the quartet goes regularly on tour to Japan, Canada, France, Netherlands, Austria, Spain and Italy. 
Highlights of the 2014 festival season are Colmar, Davos, Lockenhaus, Menton, Paris,  Schleswig Holstein Festival.

The artists have teamed up with chamber music partners such as pianist Menahem Pressler, Henri Sigfridsson, Sabine Meyer, David Orlowsky, Nicolas Altstaedt and Cédric Pescia. 

WDR Classical Radio (Cologne) has recorded the Schumann Quartet several times – most recently in January 2013, with a live concert broadcast of works by Mozart and Verdi. 

The  Quartet’s debut CD was released in April 2013, the second one is in preparation.
In Feburary 2014, the Schumann Quartet has been awarded with the 60.000 Euro music prize for string quartet by the Jürgen Ponto-Foundation.
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